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The necessity of a navy... springs from the
existence of peaceful shipping and disappears
with it, except in the case of a nation which has

aggressive tendencies, and keeps up a navy
merely as a branch of the military
establishment.



The Experience of the Two World
Wars

1 The crucial battle.

Q Strategic transportation

Q Sustaining the war economy.

 Blockade: The two campaigns



THE BATTLE OF THE ATLANTIC
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SLOCS and the legal campaign

1 Belligerent rights v the Freedom of the

Seas

d Current legal issues



A Perspectives on the
Freedom of the Seas......

Here you have an almost limitless
expanse and without a barrier, here you
have ... what is now nature’s great
medium of communication. There are no
difficult mountains to cross, no
scorching deserts, the way lies open...a
road which leads everywhere ...the
broadest and busiest of highways, open
to all, used by all, vital to the modern
structure of civilisation



The Growth of Sea Trade 1850-2013
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Almost all the growth of sea trade has occurred since 1840

Colonial era of sea trade

Free trade era of sea trade

A A
K v
Source: "Will the next 50 years be as Chaotic in Shipping as
the Last?“ Dr Martin Stopford, Hong Kong Shipowners 50
Anniversary Jan 2007 J
First steamships in 1830s v
(mainly tugs & packets) 1850-1950 (
Seatrade
Grew at
. . 0 /
First steamships S-27%6pa /
. M
viable on deep sea N—‘ \

routes appeared in '

the 1860s I

.
G

—\

1850

1860 -
1870 -
1880 -
1890 -
1900 -
1910 -
1920 -
1930 -
1940
1950
1960
1970

1980

1990

2000

2010

1950-2013

Sea trade
Grew at
4.3% pa






W War
Human trafficking Severe (risis
>> Light arms trafficking | | # Terrorism

23>33> Narcotics trafficking = Piracy




One belt, one road
China is pushing to revive its ancient overland and maritime silk routes to Europe. The route connects many land
and sea ports over three continents.
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Still relevant ?

..... nor will we permit an adversary to
disrupt the global supply chain by
attempting to block vital sea-lines of

communication and commerce. [CS21]
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The Future of Free Trade ?

 Protectionist Sentiment

« Exploiting economic dependency as
strategic leverage

 The Manchester School and the
Insulation principle
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