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6/22/2015 Practice Directions | International Court of Justice

Basic documents

PRACTICE DIRECTIONS

The Court first adopted in October 2001 Practice Directions for use by States appearing before it. Practice Directions involve no alteration to the
Rules of Court, but are additional hereto. They are the result of the Court's ongoing review of its working methods. Any amendments to the
Practice Directions, following their adoption by the Court, are now posted on the Court's website and published in the Court's Yearbook, with a note

of any temporal reservations relating to their applicability.
(As amended on 20 January 2009 and 21 March 2013.)

Practice Direction |

The Court wishes to discourage the practice of simultaneous deposit of pleadings in cases brought by special agreement.

The Court would expect future special agreements to contain provisions as to the number and order of pleadings, in accordance with Article 46,
paragraph 1, of the Rules of Court. Such provisions shall be without prejudice to any issue in the case, including the issue of burden of proof.

=Byl ' B . B




Practice Direction ll

Each of the parties is, in drawing up its written pleadings, to bear in mind the fact that these pleadings are intended not only to reply to the
submissions and arguments of the other party, but also, and above all, to present clearly the submissions and arguments of the party which is filing
the proceedings.

In the light of this, at the conclusion of the written pleadings of each party, there is to appear a short summary of its reasoning.

Practice Direction lll

The parties are strongly urged to keep the written pleadings as concise as possible, in a manner compatible with the full presentation of their

[ T

Frdelice irecLiun ia

1. The parties to proceedings before the Court should refrain from submitting new documents after the closure of the written proceedings.

2. A party nevertheless desiring to submit a new document after the closure of the written proceedings, including during the oral proceedings,
pursuant to Article 56, paragraphs 1 and 2, of the Rules, shall explain why it considers it necessary to include the document in the case file and shall
indicate the reasons preventing the production of the document at an earlier stage.

3. In the absence of consent of the other party, the Court will authorize the production of the new document only in exceptional circumstances, if it
considers it necessary and if the production of the document at this stage of the proceedings appears justified to the Court.

4. If a new document has been added to the case file under Article 56 of the Rules of Court, the other party, when commenting upon it, shall confine t
the introduction of any further documents to what is strictly necessary and relevant to its comments on what is contained in this new document.

Practice Direction IXbis

1. Any recourse to Article 56, paragraph 4, of the Rules of Court, is not to be made in such a manner as to undermine the general rule that all

documents in support of a party's contentions shall be annexed to its written pleadings or produced in accordance with Article 56, paragraphs 1 and |3
2, of the Rules of Court.

2. While the Court will determine, in the context of a particular case, whether a document referred to under Article 56, paragraph 4, of the Rules of
Court, can be considered “part of a publication readily available”, it wishes to make it clear to the parties that both of the following two criteria must be
met whenever that provision is applied.

(i) First, the document should form “part of a publication”, i.e. should be available in the public domain. The publication may be in any format
(printed or electronic), form (physical or on-line, such as posted on the internet) or on any data medium (on paper, on digital or any other media).

(i) Second, the requirement of a publication being “readily available” shall be assessed by reference to its accessibility to the Court as well as to
the other party. Thus the publication or its relevant parts should be accessible in either of the official languages of the Court, and it should be
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